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The advice which they feel it their duty to tender to H.M. is as follows: 1010
An immediate dissolution of Parliament—as soon as the necessary Age 58
parts of the Budget, the provision of old age pensions, and one or two
other matters have been disposed of. The House of Lords to have the
opportunity, if they demand it, at the same time, but not so as to postpone
the date of the dissolution, to discuss the Government Resolutions. ELM.
Ministers cannot, however, take the responsibility of advising a dissolu-
tion, unless they may understand that in the event of the policy of the
Government being approved by an adequate majority in the new House
of Commons, H.M, will be ready to exercise his constitutional powers
(which may involve the prerogative of creating Peers) if needed, to
secure that effect shall be given to the decision of the country.
H.M. Ministers are fully alive to the importance of keeping the name
of the King out of the sphere of party and electorial controversy. They
take upon themselves, as is their duty, the entire and exclusive responsi-
bility for the policy which they will place before the electorate. H.M.
will doubtless agree that it would be inadvisable in the interest of the
State that any communication of the intentions of the Crown should be
made public unless and until the actual occasion should arise."
15ffi November, 1910,
The following day (16th November) Asquith, accompanied by
Lord Crewe,1 went to Buckingham Palace at three in the aflernoona
and saw the King, What they had to say was in substance what
had been said in the memorandum. The Government could not
remain in office and see their policy thwarted by the House of Lords,
and they could not advise a dissolution—the second within twelve
months—unless they had reasonable assurance that if a sufficient
majority was obtained for their policy the King would, if necessary,
use his prerogative to overcome the resistance of the House of
Lords.
" I have never seen the King to better advantage/' Asquith wrote
the same evening, "he argued well and showed no obstinacy."
There were moments when the result seemed in doubt, T>ut what
decided it was that no argument could reveal any other course ttaa
that proposed for either the King or his Ministers. Describing the
1 Though Asquith was unaware of it, there was some criticism at the time of
his having taken Lord Crewe with him to this interview, ** as if," it was said, " he
needed a witness of what passed*" No such idea ever entered his head. He asked
Lord Crewe to accompany him as leader of the House of Lords, which was deeply
concerned in the question of policy, and perhaps also as the one among his colleagues
who had known the King personally all his life. In arranging the interview wIUi
the King's Secretary, Lord Knollys, he had said that he proposed to bring Lord
Crewe with him.
1 It was characteristic of Asquith that just before what he described at t&e
time as " the most important political occasion in his life/* he faithfully kepfc &
promise to be present at the wedding of nx. Amery and Miss Greenwood, which
took place at 2.30 the same day, and went on from the wedding to the Palace*

